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INTRODUCTION 


THIS SECOND VOLUME of All Things New continues the work begun 
in the first volume on the season of Advent: that of bringing to light the 
fourfold meaning of Scripture in the Catholic lectionary. As such, this second 
volume seeks to shed light on the various mysteries at play in Christmas, 
understanding that the written and inspired word of God, as contained in the 
Holy Bible, is a text both ancient and new. This is because it is a living text 
and word (see Hebrews 4:12). As the inspired word of God, it never grows 
old; it never becomes irrelevant; it never becomes fossilized into a distant 
past. Rather, it is always new. 

The Bible is a living text inspired by the Holy Spirit. Vatican II’s powerful 
document on Divine Revelation states clearly that all the books of the Bible 
“have God as their author.”’ Thus, the texts have their origin in the very mind 
of God, and as such, no singular interpretation of any biblical passage in the 
human mind could ever exhaust the layers and depths of meaning contained 
therein. The Bible in one and the same moment can present a literal fact (the 
manna in the desert) and reveal a deep spiritual mystery (the New Manna of 
the Eucharist). 

As a theandric reality, the Bible is both human and divine in the sense that 
“in composing the sacred books, God chose men and while employed by Him 
they made use of their powers and abilities, so that with Him acting in them and 
through them, they, as true authors, consigned to writing everything and only 
those things which He wanted.”” Because of this, while the Bible should always 
be studied theologically, the study of the Bible is aided by other disciplines such 
as the philosophical, psychological, literary, historical, social, and archaeological 
sciences. The light of truth that these disciplines can shine on the Scriptures adds 
to the symphony of light that radiates from its eternal source: God himself. 

Traditionally, the Christian Church has recognized four layers of meaning 
in any given text. These are the literal, allegorical, moral, and anagogical senses. 


1 Dei Verbum (Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation), 11, Vatican.va, 
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat- 
ii_const_19651118_dei-verbum_en.html. 

2. Dei Verbum, 11. 
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‘The image of a compass can be symbolically used to illustrate this. The fourfold 
senses of Scripture are likened to the four cardinal directions from the point of 
view of mankind. With this spiritual compass in hand, we see the following: 


Literal-Historical Sense 


We can look behind us, to the West so to speak, and peer into the past. 
This is the historical-literal meaning. It is to look back in time and seek to 
understand what actually happened and what was really said. It anchors 
divine revelation in human history, with real places, real people, genealogical 
records, and actual dates. 


Allegorical-Typological Sense 


We can look up, or north, and humbly probe the mind and wisdom of God. 
This is to ask what the deeper intentions of the divine author are within a 
given passage. The Bible is a very “hyperlinked” text. The individual human 
authors were perhaps most often unaware, especially in the Old Testament, 
of the hidden layers of meaning behind their inspired writings. Thus, the 
hyperlinks are ultimately to be found in the Divine Mind. To look to God 
(i.e., up or north) is to look to the depths of our faith and find meaning. 


Moral-Tropological Sense 


To look down, or south, is to look to the life of mankind in its present 
moment. It is to look at a biblical passage and ask: “What does this mean 
for me today? How does this passage guide me in my life’s journey?” This 
moral sense applies the divine word to our human reality. Jesus’ parable 
of the sheep and the goats, for example, will necessarily ask the reader to 
ponder which of the two animals one currently belongs. “Am I stubborn 
like a goat and living a life of sin, or am I docile like a sheep and living a 
life of grace?” 


Eschatological-Anagogical Sense 


Finally, we can look ahead to the horizon, to the east, to the future, and ask, 
“What is to come?” This is the eschatological-anagogical sense that speaks to 
our future glory in heaven. It ponders the meaning of biblical texts in light of 
what their final and ultimate meaning is. 

The Christmas volume you hold in your hands is part of a long research 
endeavor. For each day of the Christmas season, the authors have hoped to 
read the daily lectionary with this spiritual compass in hand. What do the 
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readings tell us about the original meaning and historical contexts (literal 
sense)? The deeper allegorical and typological “hyperlinks” (allegorical sense)? 
The moral lessons (moral sense)? What can our eternal hopes be as we step 
into a life of holiness and grace (anagogical sense)? 

This work includes the sanctoral for the Christmas season. A similar 
approach has been taken for these days with a fourfold reflection on the saint 
or holy day in question. This deeper reflection, beyond a mere biographical 
sketch of the saint, should provide rich content for both homilies and personal 
reflection. The readings from the Common of Saints that could be used create 
the risk of becoming repetitive as they are few in number and applied often 
generically to the saint’s lives. Thus, these reflections are not always based on 
the lectionary, but rather organized more loosely as follows: 


Historical: a biographical reflection on the life of the saint 

Allegorical: a reflection on the writings of the saint (or writings about 
the saint) 

Moral: a reflection on the virtues of the saint for Christian living today 
Anagogical: reflection on what the saint’s life and writings reveal about 
the holiness we may aspire to both here and in the life to come 


Overview of Christmas 


On the night of Christmas, the angels descended from heaven to behold 
the Christ Child, the shepherds came in from the night and gave homage to 
the Messiah, and the Magi ended their journey and bent their knee before 
the King of Kings. With them, the animals of the stable, symbolizing all of 
creation, recognized in the newborn babe their very Creator. All of creation 
pauses in contemplation before the Bethlehem scene. Likewise, in the 
lectionary, we take a moment to pause and gaze in wonder at the miracle of 
miracles: the Word became Flesh! 

The Advent lectionary was a busy journey through the Book of Isaiah 
and other Old Testament passages that studied the many prophecies about 
the coming of the Christ. Christmastide is not to study Christ, but to behold 
Christ. For this, Christmastide is a pause. 

Christ is the definitive Word of the Father. No greater word can be 
spoken. No other word will be spoken. In Christ is the fullness of revelation, 
and as the Alpha and Omega, in this sense Christ is the beginning and end 


of divine revelation. 
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Thus, the Christmas lectionary pauses before the very face of Christ 
and presents and contemplates this celestial vision. Unlike the beginning of 
Advent that takes us on a journey through the Old Testament prophecies, 
unlike the beginning of ordinary time that ushers us into the whirlwind of 
public ministry of Jesus, here, in Christmastide, like the angels, we behold. 
Like the shepherds we give homage. Like the Magi, we bend the knee and 
offer the gift of ourselves. 

The Church at Christmas is granted a reprieve from the onslaught of time 
and the weightiness of human life. We do not “do” at Christmas; rather, we 
“are.” This is a moment of sabbath rest. For our Jewish brothers and sisters, 
the hours of the sabbath rest are outside of time. The time of the sabbath 
is the “time” of eternity. Likewise, the Christmas season is a moment when 
eternity enters into time. 

For the Christmas contemplation, the Catholic lectionary rightly gives 
pride of place to the writings of the apostle John, especially his First Letter. 
St. John the Evangelist was an apostle of contemplation. He heard the sacred 
heartbeat of Christ at the Last Supper, he saw the great love of Jesus poured out 
on Mt. Calvary, and he experienced the radiant glory of Our Lord manifested 
on Mount Tabor. John was blessed with the prophetic vision contained in the 
Book of Revelation. His greatest joy in life was the knowledge that his eyes had 
beheld the Christ, his hands had touched the Christ, and his ears had heard the 
Christ. At the end of his long life, as he writes about his Beloved Lord, John 
arrived at a synthesis of his Christian experience. The Johannine synthesis is 
this: God is love. And this love of God has made itself manifest in the flesh. 

The great theme of the Christmas lectionary is taken from the fourth 
Gospel: “And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and 
we saw his glory” (John 1:14). 

In the beginning, this Word was with God and was the pattern of all 
things that came to be (see John 1:3). Later, this Word was spoken to the 
prophets of old and became the guiding light of the Chosen People. Then, in 
the fullness of time, in the city of David, Bethlehem, this Word became flesh. 
In the Word made Flesh, all things became new. 

Today, the Word of God is made sacrament. The Word of God becomes 
incarnate in the very flesh and blood of the new Christian at Baptism. ‘The 
Word of God becomes mercy in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The Word 
of God becomes food in the Eucharist. The Word of God becomes Alter 
Christus in the Sacrament of Holy Orders. In the Sacrament of Matrimony, 
the Word of God becomes selfless love. In Anointing of the Sick, the Word 
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of God becomes consoling presence. In the Sacrament of Confirmation, the 
Word of God becomes strengthening Spirit. 

And after all is said and done, in the final tomorrow, eschatologically, the 
grace of the Word of God gifted to creation will be made glorious in the new 
heavens and the new earth. 

During our quiet Christmas contemplation of the Word, we will be joined 
at the manger by a host of biblical saints and persons—from St. Stephen the 
Martyr to St. John, the Beloved Disciple, to the nameless and faceless group 
of infants known as the Holy Innocents, along with the Magi and the great 
woman of the Bible: Mary, the Mother of God. 

The literal approach to the Christmas readings highlights the Word of 
God spoken in ages past and made flesh in the fullness of time. The Word of 
God assumes our human nature in a precise historical and cultural period. 
When Matthew and Luke narrate Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, they each bring 
out the contrasts between Jesus and various figures. Jesus is the true King of 
the Jews, while King Herod is the false king. Jesus is the true Son of God 
and Savior of the World, while Caesar Augustus is merely a self-proclaimed 
son of a false god and not the true savior of the world. Jesus is the royal 
descendant of David, the incarnate Bridegroom of Israel, the son of Mary, 
and the descendant of Abraham through whom God blesses all the nations 
and families of the earth. 

The allegorical approach to Christmas highlights how the Old Testament 
prefigures the events of Christmas. Mary, the Mother of God, is the New 
Rachel who weeps for her children. Jesus is a new Samuel and a new Moses 
figure. When Jesus is presented to the Lord in the Temple, it signals the return 
of the Glory of the Lord to the Temple. In Jesus, God temples, or tabernacles, 
once again among his people, but in a way that surpasses their expectations. 
Jesus, the Son of God, assumes our human nature so that we may share in the 
divine nature as adopted sons and daughters of God. 

The moral arrangement of Christmas highlights the need we Christians 
have today to become Christlike. As members of his Body, Christ is still 
“made flesh” in the world through his members, the people of God. Becoming 
Christlike means abiding in the love of God, walking in righteousness and 
love, and acting as obedient children of God. 

The anagogical arrangement of the Christmas lectionary highlights the 
completeness and fullness of revelation in the person of Christ. All that is 
left is that the Word of God be present throughout time until the glorious 
end when the great Parousia, the great and eschatological Epiphany occurs, 
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when all things will be subjected to Christ, and God will be all in all (see 1 
Corinthians 15:28). 


Overview of Epiphany 


The Feast of the Epiphany ushers us into the second part of the Christmas 
season, called Epiphanytide. The Greek word epiphaneia means “appearance.” 

In today’s Catholic parlance, the “Epiphany” refers primarily to the 
arrival of the Magi to Bethlehem, in which the Christ Child is revealed or 
“manifested” to them. Yet the concept of the Epiphany of the Lord is greater 
than this one biblical narrative. The early Church considered there to be 
multiple “epiphanies” of the Lord. The Catholic lectionary for Christmastide 
and the beginning of Ordinary Time presents to us three divine “epiphanies” 
of Jesus: his nativity, his baptism, and the wedding at Cana. 

In his Nativity, epiphany refers to the arrival of the Magi when the Christ is 
manifested as the anointed king to the entire world of the Gentiles represented 
by the Magi (see Matthew 2:1-12). In his baptism, Jesus is manifested as the 
anointed Messiah and Son of God to Israel, the Chosen People. In the miracle 
at Cana, Jesus is manifested as the anointed Bridegroom to his disciples. 

In light of this, we can understand the purpose of the liturgy for this 
week and how the Church is preserving this ancient understanding of the 
Lord’s “epiphanies.” Thus, what may appear as arbitrary biblical selections in 
the daily liturgies from the Epiphany to the Baptism of the Lord are rather 
designed as a weeklong period of contemplation of the Christ in epiphanic 
wonder. The daily readings provide us with windows to look upon the glory 
of the Lord in the moments when he manifested himself to his disciples. The 
season of Epiphanytide ends with the Baptism of the Lord, but an attentive 
reader will recognize the echoes of this season overlapping with the first weeks 
of Ordinary Time. 


The Pillars That Guide All Things New 


Every text is born from a particular lived experience, and this book is no 
different. Some of the lived experiences, or pillars, that have guided this 
biblical commentary are as follows: 


1. The ancient and venerable tradition that distinguishes between the 
literal sense and the three spiritual senses of Scripture. 


2. ‘The developments in Catholic biblical theology that have 
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blossomed in recent decades and include the lgnatius Catholic 
Study Bible (Ascension Press) and the Catholic Commentary on 
Sacred Scripture (Baker Academic). Many scholars, such as Curtis 
Mitch, Mary Healy, Brant Pitre, Michael Barber, John Bergsma, 
and Edward Sri, employ the narrative-canonical method and the 
method of theological exegesis. ‘These methods acknowledge the 
divine inspiration of all the canonical books of the Bible and bring 
out the intertextual interrelatedness and unity of the entire Bible. 

3. ‘The recent studies on Jesus in his first-century Jewish context help 
us understand the literal sense of the biblical text and opens up the 
spiritual senses. 

4, ‘The fruits of Vatican II’s call for a universal holiness encompassing 
both clergy, religious, and the laity. This call has led to a broader 
understanding of Christian holiness that encompasses the lives of 
the lay faithful. 

5. Related to the universal call to holiness is the resurgence of 
Carmelite studies with a focus on the mystical life and mystical 
authors such as St. Bernard, St. John of the Cross, and St. Teresa of 
Avila. 

6. St. Thomas Aquinas’s philosophical and theological thought 
emphasizes the role of the notion of participation in metaphysics, 
theological anthropology, and spiritual theology. The reflections 
in this book recognize the earthly liturgy as a participation in 
the heavenly liturgy, see our spiritual and sacramental life as 
participation in the mysteries of Christ’s life, and emphasize our 
cooperation with divine grace in moral growth. 


The authors of this second volume in the series Al/ Things New hope that 
it aids the preparation of Sunday and daily homilies and that it becomes an 
inspirational resource for personal and communal prayer. 


CHRISTMASTIDE 


OUR SAVIOR HAS BEEN BORN 
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THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
[CHRISTMAS] 


AT THE VIGIL MASS 


First Reading (Is 62:1-5) 


For Zion’s sake I will not be silent, 

for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 

until her vindication shines forth like the dawn 
and her victory like a burning torch. 


Nations shall behold your vindication, 
and all the kings your glory; 

you shall be called by a new name 
pronounced by the mouth of the Lorp. 
You shall be a glorious crown in the hand of the Lorn, 
a royal diadem held by your God. 

No more shall people call you “Forsaken,” 
or your land “Desolate,” 

but you shall be called “My Delight,” 

and your land “Espoused.” 

For the Lorn delights in you 

and makes your land his spouse. 

Asa young man marries a virgin, 

your Builder shall marry you; 

and as a bridegroom rejoices in his bride 
so shall your God rejoice in you. 


Responsorial Psalm (Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29) 
R. (2a) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 


I have made a covenant with my chosen one, 
I have sworn to David my servant: 

Forever will I confirm your posterity 

and establish your throne for all generations. 


R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 


The Nativity of the Lord at the Vigil Mass 


Blessed the people who know the joyful shout; 

in the light of your countenance, O Lorp, they walk. 
At your name they rejoice all the day, 

and through your justice they are exalted. 


R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 


He shall say of me, “You are my father, 

my God, the rock, my savior.” 

Forever I will maintain my kindness toward him, 
and my covenant with him stands firm. 


R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 


Second Reading (Acts 13:16-17, 22-25) 


When Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia and entered the synagogue, 
he stood up, motioned with his hand, and said, 

“Fellow Israelites and you others who are God-fearing, listen. 

The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors 

and exalted the people during their sojourn in the 

land of Egypt. 

With uplifted arm he led them out of it. 

Then he removed Saul and raised up David as king; 

of him he testified, 

‘T have found David, son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; 

he will carry out my every wish.’ 

From this man’s descendants God, according to his promise, 

has brought to Israel a savior, Jesus. 

John heralded his coming by proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
to all the people of Israel; 

and as John was completing his course, he would say, 

‘What do you suppose that Iam? I am not he. 

Behold, one is coming after me; 

I am not worthy to unfasten the sandals of his feet.” 
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Alleluia 


R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Tomorrow the wickedness of the earth will be destroyed: 
the Savior of the world will reign over us. 


R. Alleluia, alleluia. 


Gospel (Mt 1:1-25) 


[The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, 
the son of David, the son of Abraham. ] 


Abraham became the father of Isaac, 

Isaac the father of Jacob, 

Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers. 
Judah became the father of Perez and Zerah, 
whose mother was Tamar. 

Perez became the father of Hezron, 

Hezron the father of Ram, 

Ram the father of Amminadab. 
Amminadab became the father of Nahshon, 
Nahshon the father of Salmon, 

Salmon the father of Boaz, 

whose mother was Rahab. 

Boaz became the father of Obed, 

whose mother was Ruth. 

Obed became the father of Jesse, 

Jesse the father of David the king. 


David became the father of Solomon, 
whose mother had been the wife of Uriah. 
Solomon became the father of Rehoboam, 
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, 

Abijah the father of Asaph. 

Asaph became the father of Jehoshaphat, 
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, 

Joram the father of Uzziah. 


The Nativity of the Lord at the Vigil Mass 


Uzziah became the father of Jotham, 

Jotham the father of Ahaz, 

Ahaz the father of Hezekiah. 

Hezekiah became the father of Manasseh, 

Manasseh the father of Amos, 

Amos the father of Josiah. 

Josiah became the father of Jechoniah and his brothers 
at the time of the Babylonian exile. 


After the Babylonian exile, 

Jechoniah became the father of Shealtiel, 
Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 

Zerubbabel the father of Abiud. 

Abiud became the father of Eliakim, 

Eliakim the father of Azor, 

Azor the father of Zadok. 

Zadok became the father of Achim, 

Achim the father of Eliud, 

Eliud the father of Eleazar. 

Eleazar became the father of Matthan, 
Matthan the father of Jacob, 

Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary. 
Of her was born Jesus who is called the Christ. 


Thus the total number of generations 
from Abraham to David 

is fourteen generations; 

from David to the Babylonian exile, 
fourteen generations; 

from the Babylonian exile to the Christ, 
fourteen generations. 


Now] this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. 
When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, 

but before they lived together, 

she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. 


Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, 
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yet unwilling to expose her to shame, 

decided to divorce her quietly. 

Such was his intention when, behold, 

the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, 

do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. 
For it is through the Holy Spirit 

that this child has been conceived in her. 

She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins.” 

All this took place to fulfill 

what the Lord had said through the prophet: 

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall name him Emmanuel, 

which means “God is with us.” 

When Joseph awoke, 

he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him 
and took his wife into his home. 

He had no relations with her until she bore a son, 

and he named him Jesus. 


LITERAL-HISTORICAL 
1. The Nativity of the Son of David 


For many, Christmas is a time of family gatherings. We visit with relatives we 
haven't seen in months and gather in joyful celebration. We tell stories and 
remember good times together. Family is a major focus in our vigil readings 
for Christmas. These readings tell us about the human ancestry of Jesus and 
draw us into his family history. 

‘The readings focus especially on Jesus as the son and descendant of King 
David. Our First Reading, taken from the Book of Isaiah, was originally a 
prophecy directed to the Jewish people who returned to Judah and Jerusalem 
from the Babylonian exile after 539 B.C. In the background of the passage is 
the covenant oath that God made to David that David’s kingdom would be 
everlasting. 

The reality of the Babylonian exile was very difficult for the people to square 
with God’s promise of an everlasting kingdom to David. When Jerusalem and its 
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Temple were destroyed, it seemed as if God was unfaithful to his unconditional 
promise made to David. What our First Reading (Isaiah 62:1-5) announces is 
that despite the exile into Babylon, Zion (Jerusalem) will experience salvation 
in the future. Isaiah offers hope to the returning people of Judah. In fact, one 
day the glorified city of Zion will be vindicated in the eyes of the world, be 
given a new name, and be wedded to the Lord as a bride. The key idea is that 
God will act on behalf of and for the sake of his people.’ 

The old name of Zion, “Forsaken,” will be replaced by a new name: “My 
Delight Is in Her.” This highlights how God will not abandon or forsake 
his redeemed city to conquest as he did with Zion (Jerusalem) in 587 B.C.‘ 
Zion is a forsaken bride, but the Lord, her divine bridegroom, will take her 
back and delight in her. Despite her sin, the Lord God is always faithful to 
his covenant with his bride. When we contemplate the Christ Child in the 
manger today, we see God’s unconditional fidelity to his bride. 

‘The covenant promises that God made to David are recalled in Psalm 89. 
It is a royal psalm that celebrates the Lord’s faithfulness as well as his covenant 
with David.’ The psalm speaks of the greatness of God, who is exalted over 
the heavenly angels, and recalls the greatness of David, who was exalted over 
the earthly kings. A prayer of lament follows this praise of God and David. 
‘The prayer wrestles with how to maintain faith in God’s covenant promise 
to David in light of the fall of Jerusalem in 587 B.C. Like Isaiah’s prophecy 
of hope about future salvation and vindication, Psalm 89 provides comfort: 
Despite the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple, the fallen 
kingdom of David will be restored one day by the future Davidic Messiah.° 

In Psalm 89, we hear the trusting and filial words of the Davidic king 
to God: “You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation.” The 
descendants of David who reigned as kings were considered adopted sons 
of God according to the Davidic covenant. Jesus, who is the son of David 
according to his humanity and the eternal son of God according to his 
divinity, truly fulfills the words of Psalm 89. The psalm is ultimately fulfilled 
when Jesus is raised from the dead and eternally enthroned over creation at 
the right hand of the Father. The heavenly kingdom of God, which is the 
restored and spiritual kingdom of David, has been inaugurated by Jesus and 
will continue to grow until the end of time when it is definitively established. 


3 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: Isaiah (West Chester, PA: Ascension Press, 2018),103. 
4 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: Isaiah, 103. 
5 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: Psalms, 92. 
6 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: Psalms, 92. 
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Our second reading is taken from a sermon Paul preached in Antioch 
of Pisidia, a prominent city in southern Galatia (modern-day Turkey). Paul’s 
sermon highlights the history of salvation from the Exodus to the first coming 
(advent) of Jesus. Throughout his sermon, Paul argues that Jesus fulfills the 
Davidic covenant as an everlasting King (see Acts 13:33-37) and offers his 
people something the Mosaic covenant could not give—the forgiveness of 
sins (see Acts 13:38-39).” 

We see that the readings during the Christmas vigil truly celebrate the 
Nativity of Jesus as the Son of David. Our First Reading is about the future 
restoration of David’s kingdom. Our responsorial psalm is about God’s 
fidelity to the Davidic covenant. Our second reading is about the fulfillment 
of the Davidic covenant. And our Gospel gives us the genealogy of Jesus, the 
descendant and royal son of David. 

The genealogy of Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel stresses in various ways 
that Jesus is the “son of David.” The passage notes that there are fourteen 
generations between Abraham and David, fourteen between King David 
and the Babylonian Exile, and fourteen between the Exile and Jesus. The 
Hebrew name “David” (dvd) had the numerical value of fourteen, and 
so, in organizing the genealogy around the number fourteen, Matthew is 
proclaiming that Jesus is the “three-times David,” the “thrice-David,” or the 
“superlative David”—the David par excellence! 

The genealogy of Jesus, the son of David, tells us this Christmas that 
God is faithful despite human unfaithfulness. In fact, many of the royal 
descendants of David were wicked kings who led the people into idolatry and 
refused to worship the Lord, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob. Despite the human infidelity of the royal family, God is faithful 
to his covenant oaths to both Abraham and to David. 

God promised Abraham that he would bless all the nations of the earth 
through his royal descendant. This descendant is ultimately Jesus, who pours 
out the Holy Spirit upon us, his royal subjects, for the forgiveness of sins. 
God promised David that his kingdom would last forever. Jesus fulfills that 
promise, for he is the king, the son of David, who reigns eternally at the right 
hand of the Father. 

The first son of David, King Solomon, was an unfaithful son of David 
who led his people into sin and idolatry. And the majority of the sons 
of David who followed Solomon were unfaithful. The main exceptions to 


7 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: New Testament, 229. 
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the string of wicked kings were the good kings Hezekiah and Josiah. Jesus 
Christ, however, is truly the faithful son of David who leads his people to 
salvation. He truly is God with us, and we celebrate today his Nativity with 
great joy. 

Jesus is the savior of the world who reigns over all creation. He is the one 
who destroys the wickedness of the earth. He is the bridegroom who marries 
his bride, the Church, the new Jerusalem. He rejoices today in his bride and 
rescues her, as her king, from sin and death. 


About the reflection: The literal approach focuses on the repeated 
affirmations that Jesus is the descendant of David who ultimately 
fulfills the promise made to David of an everlasting kingdom. 


ALLEGORICAL-TYPOLOGICAL 


2. The Nativity of the Bridegroom 


The mystery of Christmas is the mystery of the wedding between God and 
humanity. The First Reading for the Christmas vigil alludes to the future 
Messiah, Jesus Christ, as a Bridegroom. The Old Testament continually 
presents God as a divine bridegroom and the people of Israel as a bride. 
The communion between God and his people is compared to a marriage 
covenant, in which a bride and bridegroom become one family. From the very 
beginning of creation, God made a covenant with us and wanted humanity to 
enter into the divine family of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Because there is a marriage covenant between the Lord God and his 
people, when his bride, Jerusalem, (Zion) goes after and worships false 
gods, she commits the sin of spiritual adultery. “From the perspective of the 
prophets, who saw the covenant between God and Israel as a divine marriage, 
the worship of other gods was not just a transgression of divine law, but an 
act of spiritual adultery.”® 

The covenant at Mount Sinai mediated by Moses was understood as 
a spiritual marriage between God and the people of Israel. Breaking that 
covenant is spiritual infidelity and betrayal. Despite the unfaithfulness 
and sin of his bride, “God does not give up on his bride, but promises 


8 Brant Pitre, Jesus the Bridegroom: The Greatest Love Story Ever Told (New York: 
Image Books, 2018), 15. 
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to one day forgive her sins by establishing a new marriage covenant with 
her.”° 

Isaiah says that Jerusalem is like a bride who has been forsaken and cast 
off (see Isaiah 54:5-8), yet God has compassion upon her and, with steadfast 
merciful love and faithfulness, takes his bride back and forgive her many sins. 
Salvation, then, is not just about the forgiveness of sins; it is ultimately about 
a restored nuptial union with God.'® God is the Bridegroom who wants his 
bride to know him intimately and be with him forever. 

We can consider the genealogy of Jesus in today’s Gospel in the light of 
the bridal covenant between God and humanity. The genealogy subtly recalls 
that some of the human relationships were marked by infidelity. Tamar 
seduced Judah, her father-in-law (see Genesis 38), Rahab was a Canaanite 
prostitute (see Joshua 2), Ruth attempted to seduce Boaz (see Ruth 3), and 
Bathsheba committed adultery with King David (see 2 Samuel 11). 

In contrast to the failings of his ancestors, Jesus is the king who does not 
seduce or lead his bride into temptation, but rather washes her clean of her 
sin through his sacrifice. The baptismal water and Eucharistic blood from the 
side of Jesus is received by his bride in the sacraments of the Church, and 
these purify her continually from the ugly stain of sin. 

Jesus is the bridegroom who gives his bride the miraculous, sacrificial, 
and supernatural wine of salvation, spoken of by the prophet Isaiah and 
long awaited by the Jewish people.'' This wine is his blood, the blood of the 
new and everlasting marriage covenant. In this way, Jesus gives the greatest 


wedding gift to his bride, the Church: he gives himself. 


This act of loving sacrifice that begins in the Upper Room and is 
consummated on the wood of the cross. This wine, the wine of the Last 
Supper, is the “fine wine” of the wedding of YHWH and Israel, because 
this is the wine of Jesus’ own blood. This wine is the supernatural wine 
that will enable those who drink it to “swallow up death forever.” And 
this wine is the wine through which YHWH will not only take away 
the sins of his people, but also unite them to himself forever, by making 
them sharers in the flesh and blood of Jesus.” 


9 Pitre, Jesus the Bridegroom, 17. 
10 Jesus the Bridegroom, 19. 
11 Jesus the Bridegroom, 42. 
12 Jesus the Bridegroom, 54. 
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Jesus also gives the gift of God, in the form of “living water” to his bride. 
Living water, combined with the ashes of a sacrificial sin offering, had the 
power to cleanse a person so that they could enter the sanctuary and worship 
God (see Numbers 19:17-20).'° Jesus offers water to his bride so that she can 
be washed from her sins and prepared for the wedding feast of eternal life.’ 
On the Cross, water flows from the side of Jesus, the true Temple: “In this way 
Jesus the Bridegroom washes away the sins of the people of God—the bride 
of God—with the living water flowing from the side of the true temple.””” 

‘The water that flows from the side of Jesus reaches his bride through the 
waters of Baptism. By means of this water, all believers become part of the 
bride of Jesus.'® 

There is such a contrast between the infidelity of the human bride and 
the fidelity of the divine bridegroom. The bride gives in to temptation and 
the lies of this world and seeks the pleasure that does not ultimately satisfy. 
The bridegroom, by contrast, is victorious in temptation, assumes our lowly 
human nature to redeem it, battles the father of lies (the devil), and does not 
give into the temptations of pleasure, possessions, and pride. 

On this Christmas vigil, we contemplate the infinite love of the 
bridegroom in the Christ Child, born today in Bethlehem. The swaddling 
clothes of the newborn baby mysteriously look forward to the burial clothes 
of the crucified man. The manger looks forward to his complete self-giving in 
the Eucharistic sacrifice. The wood of the manger looks forward to the wood 
of the Cross. The blood and water shed in his human birth look forward to 
the supernatural gifts of blood and water on the Cross. The presence of Mary, 
the immaculate Virgin Mother, looks forward to the purified Bride of Christ, 
the Church. 

Despite the constant infidelity of his bride, Jesus will not give up on her. 
He will do whatever it takes to save her. The humility of his birth that we 
contemplate today manifests the infinite depth of his merciful and spousal 
love. Jesus rejoices in his bride, because he has washed her in his blood (see 
Revelation 7:11). The old harlot city of Jerusalem has been purified and 
transformed into the new and heavenly Jerusalem, the bride of the Lamb (see 
Revelation 19:7-9; 21:2, 9). 


13 Jesus the Bridegroom, 72-73. 
14 Jesus the Bridegroom, 75. 
15 Jesus the Bridegroom, 79. 
16 Jesus the Bridegroom, 81. 
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This Christmas, we hear the voice of the Spirit call out to the bride of 
the Lamb: “Come, let us celebrate the Nativity of our bridegroom Messiah!” 


About the reflection: The allegorical approach focuses on the theme of 
the Nativity of Jesus as the bridegroom. It relies on and follows part 
of Brant Pitre’s work, Jesus the Bridegroom. The covenant between the 
Lord God and the people can be seen as a marriage covenant. 


MORAL-TROPOLOGICAL 
3. Joseph's Evening Fiat 


As night falls on Christmas Eve, we enter into a new liturgical season. The 
great journey of Advent is now over. The Vigil Mass of Christ is like a doorway 
between the Old Testament and the New Testament. It is the bridge between 
our Advent longing and its fulfillment in the arrival of the Christ Child. 

We have journeyed through the night with the candlelight of the Old 
Testament Jewish prophets to guide us. Alongside us spiritually were the 
pagan Magi who were following their own starlit path that pointed them 
toward Bethlehem. 

And now the next season unfolds: the contemplative season of Christmas. 
In this season, Mother Church invites us to pause and to wonder before the 
babe lying in the manger. Christmastide will be a slow season to enjoy the 
true peace of Christ, the everlasting Pax Christi that now surpasses and blesses 
the historical Pax Romana. 

Our Advent candles now become the “burning torches” (Isaiah 62:1) of 
our First Reading. Our God is revealed now to us as a divine Bridegroom 
who comes to “marry” us as we are now his “delight,” and he “rejoices” in 
us (Isaiah 62:5). All at once the birth of Jesus, the eternal Son of God, takes 
on an unexpected meaning: God came to us because he was in love with his 
creation. 

In the Greek ethos regarding the “gods,” interactions between the 
heavens and the earth were often fraught with peril, wrath, and devastation. 
The Christ-event we celebrate tonight breaks the mold; something new is 
happening. This Child, who is God, causes us no fear or peril. Jesus delights to 
be among us; he delights to take us on a nuptial journey that leads to heaven. 
He did not come to Bethlehem simply because the world was a mess or 
because we were a sinful people in need of punishment. He did not come in 
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an angry manner to fix and make right what had been made wrong. He came 
to be with us, and that is why, first and foremost, the season of Christmas is a 
time to de with the Christ Child and to make true in our own life the words 
of the psalmist in this evening’s reading from Psalm 89: “Forever I will sing 
the goodness of the Lord!” 

Our first Gospel of the Christmas season gives us again the great genealogy 
of Matthew. The lectionary for the Vigil Mass is summarizing the Advent 
journey through the Old Testament. Each name in the long list that forms the 
family tree of Jesus tells us part of the story of salvation history. It ends at the 
simple name of a humble carpenter named Joseph. Joseph, however, is much 
more than a humble carpenter. Joseph is part of the royal house and family 
of David. And while his royalty is hidden by his low status, nevertheless 
the Davidic family tree of Joseph is so important for the fulfilment of the 
prophecies of old. 

We can suggest, as many scholars have done, that Matthew was writing 
his Gospel to a mostly Jewish audience. That is why Matthew adds the long 
list of names and makes a strong case that Jesus was the fulfilment of the 
Old Testament prophecies, something a Jewish listener would absolutely 
need to hear before they would even begin to consider the possibility that 
Jesus of Nazareth was the long-awaited Messiah. By means of this genealogy, 
Matthew makes clear that Jesus was truly the Son of David, via Joseph’s role as 
the legal father of Jesus. Joseph becomes, like John the Baptist, another bridge 
between the Old Testament and the New Testament. 

The origin story of Abraham's family, the bittersweet story of Israel’s 
kings, the tragic story of Judah’s exile, and the hidden story of the royal family 
in Galilee all lead to the Christmas story of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, 
and Joseph. 

In the Advent season, we watched and listened to the story of the Angel 
Gabriel who invited Mary to become a part of this salvation history. We 
heard the beautiful and resounding “Fiat” (“Be it done!”) of Mary that undid 
the anti-fiat of the woman from Genesis, our mother Eve. In the Christmas 
season, we stand silently alongside Joseph at the manger. This man also gave a 
“fiat,” albeit humble and silently. Joseph does not speak in Scripture, but his 
decisions and actions reveal that deep inside he gave a “fiat” to God. Perhaps 
the journey to Bethlehem and the hectic and worried search for a place for 
Mary to give birth has left Joseph tired and worn out. As Mary has safely 
delivered the child and all at last seems to slow down, we can perhaps now 
hear the soft and wearied voice of Joseph whisper again the “fiat” he gave to 
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God, as he now knows that all will be well. In his heart, Joseph so loves Mary 
and baby Jesus. This is the heart of a Christian as well, one that tenderly 
honors Mary and reverently worships Jesus. 

‘These evening “fats” we give to God are important in the life of each 
Christian. We arrive to this vigil of the birth of Christ having also journeyed 
in our own way through the hectic and wearisome path that is human life on 
earth. We now kneel before the crib, beholding in wonder the Christ Child. 
And like Joseph we whisper our own personal “fiats” to the Child. That is our 
gift that we bring. 


About the reflection: This reflection is an invitation to stand alongside 
St. Joseph and imitate his virtues: tender love for Mary and a reverent 
worship of God, all seen through the lens of his silent “fiat.” With 


this vigil, we begin the contemplative season of Christmas. 


ANAGOGICAL-ESCHATOLOGICAL 


4. The Eschatological Meaning of Christmas 


As evening descends upon the earth, and sunlight is replaced by the lesser 
lights of the moon and the stars, the darkness of this night seems almost 
welcome and delightful. We enter into a quiet and hushed liturgical season: 
Christmastide. 

The Advent overview of the Old Testament is summed up by the Vigil 
Mass’s First Reading taken towards the end of Isaiah’s great prophecies. Isaiah 
himself seems to soften his quill in this passage. These gentle words are 
among the first words we read in the Christmas season: vindication, espousal, 
fruitfulness, crowning, new names, divine delights, bridegrooms, and brides. 
‘These are the words chosen by the prophet Isaiah to announce the light of the 
Christ Child that now fills the darkness around Bethlehem. 

In the fullness of time, God definitively touches the earth in a new and 
marvelous way. His feet step now on the ground outside the garden. We, as 
fallen children, had been banished from Eden, a place where we once walked 
with God. The footsteps of God the Father normally sent Adam and Eve 
running to meet him each evening in the breezy time of day. After the fall, 
the footsteps of God sent Adam and Eve running away in fear and shame. 

Now, our God pursues us and follows us outside of the garden. Now, 
once again, in a new evening moment, the footsteps of God fall softly on the 
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fallen world. His steps sanctify anew the forsaken ground which had become 
desolate. He comes not only as a Father who seeks out his lost children, but as 
the divine Bridegroom who seeks out his bride. The divine footsteps tonight 
are hidden and secret. For a Christian today, it takes the work of grace to 
begin to hear the soft sound of each footfall. Each step of God toward us is a 
calling, an invitation to welcome him into the poor cave of Bethlehem that 
is our heart. 

These “baby steps” of God are coming to fulfill an age-old prophecy 
from Isaiah that has a deep eschatological meaning. Isaiah tells us about the 
vindication of Zion. Her glory will shine forth, and her victory will be a 
burning torch. Eschatologically, God will always be “at work.” Be he God the 
Father, principally in the work of Creation in the Old Testament, be he God 
the Son, principally in the work of Redemption in the New Testament, and 
be he God the Spirit, principally in the work of Sanctification that began at 
Pentecost, God will never be silent or quiet; he continues always. This always 
of God is the today of grace. 

The prophet tells us that one day our land will be “espoused,” and thus 
fruitful. We read about this fruitfulness in the genealogy of Jesus. While the 
list ends biblically at Jesus, his work continues in time. In Baptism we become 
children of God, and thus add our names to this list, which is ever growing 
until the eschatological fulfilment is accomplished. ‘This list, when complete, 
must in some way be part of the book of life (see Revelation 3:5) that will be 
opened in heaven. 

When the elect enter heaven, God as divine Bridegroom will rejoice over 
those whose names are in the book of life as his bride. God will behold us, 
and we him. The beatific vision is to be eternally under the loving gaze of 
God in heaven. This wonderful gaze of love begins tonight, from the divine 
infant who opens his beautiful eyes for the first time. By Baptism, we who are 
sanctified can truly look toward the face of God, no longer hidden, no longer 
our eyes averted due to shame. 

One day we shall stand in heaven and see the kings of the earth bowing 
down, feel the weight of glory laid upon our shoulders, feel the weight of a 
crown placed upon our heads, and see the face of God as we hear our names 
read in the book of life. All of this is set in motion by the silent arrival of the 
Christ Child. 

At the beginning of human history, humanity no longer walked with 
God in the garden paradise. In the fullness of time, the Son of God walked 


among sinful humanity and enabled us to walk once again with his Father. 
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Throughout our Christian lives, we often struggle to walk with God, preferring 
our own path. Yet God is there, patiently guiding us along the right path. In 
heaven, we will once again walk with God in the cool of the evening. 

The Christmas story that we enter into tonight is thus full of many layers 
of meaning. In the light of the final and eschatological Christmas, a reverse 
pattern will be traced. Tonight, we celebrate that God the Son, in the fullness 
of his divinity, has come to earth and taken our humanity. Now we celebrate 
that, through Baptism, we have taken on a share in the divinity of Christ. 
One day we hope to enter into heaven, into the house of the Father with 
the Son and in the Holy Spirit. In this, we will have the eternal birth of the 
Mystical Body of Christ. 


About the reflection: We look at the theology of Christmas in its 
eschatological meaning and pull together the threads from Isaiah’s 
prophecy into a final heavenly fulfillment. 


